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The Doc TRAIN E and EXAMPLE of 
our SAVIOUR publickly conſpicuous in 
doins GOOD to Mankind. 


- * 


MATTHEW IX. 11, 22. 


I hen the Phariſees ſaw it, they ſaid unto 
his Diſciples, Why eateth your Maſter 
with Publicans and Sinners ? 


But when Jeſus beard that ) he {aid unto 
them, They that be Whole need not 4 
Phyſucian, but they that are Sick. 


UR Saviour having called 
from the Receipt of Cuſtom 
Matthew, his Diſciple, to 
the Work of the Goſpel; 


We 

8 
and being in a Houſe with him and others 
af the ſame or like Employment, was ſeen 
: A 3 by 
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by ſome of the Phariſees. They were a 
Sort of Jews, much addicted to a ſeru- 
pulous Obſervance of the Law of Moſes. 
And by Virtue of that legal Righteouſ- 
neſs, they were apt to think highly of 
their own Sanctity, eſteeming themſelves 
too Good to have any Regard for Hea- 
thens and Sinners. They ſeem therefore 
ſurpriſed and offended to find our Saviour 
in Company with People, whom they 1b 
much diſliked. Whereupon, they asked 
his Diſciples: Why eateth your Maſter 
with Publicans and Sinners? i. e. What 
meaneth your Maſter, who taketh upon 
him the Character of Meſſiah and Son of 
God, that he deigneth to eat with ſuch ex- 
ceptionable Companions? Then the Lord 
Teſus, with the Meekneſs of Heavenly 
Wiſdom, anſwered : They that be i hole 
need not a Phyſician, but they that arc 
Sick: i.e. I go to them, becauſe I came 
to faye that which was loſt ; and they © 

who 


7 1 


who have Infirmities of Body and Mind, 
are the proper Objects of my Care. b 


Tuus the Words of the Text ſhew us, 


Fi RST, That Opinions and Notione” 
may poſſibly be againſt what is Good and /\ 
Wile, and warranted by the higheſt Au- 
thority. 


+» SECONDLY, That to take Care of | 
them, who are afflicted with Infirmities of 
Body and Mind, and have moſt Need of 
our Comfort; is to do according to the 


Doctrine and Example of Jeſus Chriſt. 
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Fi RST, Opinions and tions may 
poſſibly be againſt what _ Good and 
Wiſe, and warranted by the higheſt Au- 


thority : V hen the Phariſees faw it, hoy 
ſaid, &c. 


Tu ar Good and Evil naturally differ «. 
from:cach other, all Men agree. And that 
944 Dif- 


Difference they can diſcern, juſt as by their 
bodily Eyes they diſtinguiſh Colours, and 
| by their Ears Sounds. When the cternal 
$ Truths of Morality, when the great Duties 
| of loving God and Mari, are declared to 
them, they have a conſcious Senſe upon 
| Meir Minds, anſwerable to thoſe Doctrines. 
7 So that by their Affections they are diſpo- 
ſed, by their very Reaſon they are promp- 
ted to approve Works of true Piety and 
Charity. But it is to be obſerved, that 
during the Time of their earthly Life, Men 
are frail and fallible Creatures: That their 
moral Senſe of Good and Evil, may be 
much impaired by Faults of Education, 
Company, Example, and by vicious Habits; 
and then iu / ſequence thereof, the Liche 
of Reaſor ich is in them comes to be 
comparative 7 as Darkneſs: The Thoughts 
of the Heart, the very Mind and Conſci- 
ence being depraved with wrong e 
and Perceptions. | 


W 1TH Regard to the Will of God re- 


SIE URLS yealed 


vealed to us in his holy Word, there mutt 

be a proper Frame of Mind in them who 
with true Faith receive it; elſe it may ap- 

Pear, as it did to the Jews a ſtumbling 

Block, and to the Greeks Fooliſhneſs. He Heb. xi. 4. 

that cometh to God muſt believe that he is. 

And uo Man can come to me, faith our Sa- John vi. 44; 

viour, except the Father which hath ſent 

me draw him. For if there be not a good 

Diſpoſition to do the Will of God, how 

{hall the Doctrine be known to be of God ? 


INSTRUCTED now by thoſe Ora- 
cles of God in his Scripture of Truth, we 
may perceive. that Purpoſes of great Good 
towards Men, are not alike diſcernible to 
all: That to tome perhaps for a Time their 
Uſefulneis or their Expedience ſhall look 
like Inventions of little or no Value. The 
Goſpel which is the Wiſdom and Power of 
God publickly vouched by Miracles, was 
for ſome Ages overſhadowed with the Cloud 
of Heathen Idolatry; till in the Fulneſs of 
B came_ Hen 
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Time thoſe falſe Deluſions gave Way to the 
Acknowledgment of the Truth. How 
various at firſt were the Opinions touching 
the Great Salvation in Chriſt! Some from 
Hearſay had taken an Averſion to it; be- 
cauſe, concerning that Doctrine they knew 
every where it was ſpoken againſt: O- 
thers from partial Conſiderations, or world- 
ly Intereſts, judging of the Author of our 


wn i. 46. Faith faid: Can there any good Thing 
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came from God and wrought Miracles to 
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ri. 14 come out of Nazarcth? He deceiyeth the 
. People : He doth not caſt out Devils but by 


BeelSebub the Prince of the Devils. With 
ſuch Imputations was that gracious Deſign 
of Mercy for a Time lighted : Neverthe- 
leſs Wiſdom was juſtified. III Surmiſes 
and Suſpicions aſter a while ceaſed; and 
then was he approved the very Chriſt, who 


heal them that were Sick of divers Di; 
Feaſcs : 8 whom the Gainſayers had 
called the Friend of Publicans and Sinners, 


appeared to be indeed the Saviour of Man- 
| kind, 


11 


kind, who viſited ſuch as had Infirmitie 
of Body and Mind, becauſe they were ca- 
pable of the Amendment which he came to 
give. 


HENCE we may truly collect that 
Deſigns moſt beneficent ſeldom, if ever, 
prove agreeable and acceptable alike to all 
Sorts of People; becauſe their Intereſts ant! 
Sentiments being divers, they do not in the 
fame Light behold Schemes of excellent 


Wiſdom. This charitable Work, howeve , 


which we are here aſſembled to recommend 
and to advance, praiſed be God! hath not 
been obſtructed by many of thoſe Difficul- 
ties and Delays: Nay, rather eſpecially fa- 
voured of Heaven we have cauſę to believe 
it hath been, remembring how many were 
ready to diſtribute, willing to communi- 
cate, although in other Reſpects their Con- 
ditions and Sentiments were different. How 
greatly was the Hand of Providence mani- 
ſeſted to raiſe a Houſe of Mercy here for 
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the Sick and Poor; when ſuch a Number 
of bounteous and chearful Bene factors free- 
ly gave their Help, laying aſide all Party 
Diſſentions to order to unite in ſo good a 
Work! Whilſt other Deſigns of true Bene- 
ficence have been obſtructed by irreconcile- 
able Opinions and Intereſts. This merciful 
Deſign hath had the Happineſs to find 
willing and friendly Acceptance when firſt 
offered to the Publick ; which is indeed a 
Proof very honourable to this Country, 
that Wealth is placed in the Hands of 


thoſe who have a Mind diſpoſed to make 
good Ulc of it. 


ANSWERABLE to this Beginning hath 
been the ſucceſsful Continuance of our In- 
firmary. And we faithfully truſt God's 
Bleſſing, and the Benevolence of thoſe who 
delight in Mercy ſhall compleat and per- 
petuate it. In Truth, we have great Rea- 
ſon for theſe Hopes, ſeeing that the Scheme 
of this Charity hath been ordered with ſuch 

Prudence, Vigilance, Integrity and Unani- 
mity, 
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3 
mity, as to obtain a general Approbation: 
Yet, if any Perſons think they have juſt 
Objections either againſt our Deſign or Oe- 
conomy; fancying perhaps that it hath 
not all the Perfection it might have: 
They ſhould do well to confider with 
themſelves, what human Inſtitution can 
be perfectly free from Faults, or ſeeming 
Faults: They might perceive how plau- 
ſible Objections may be founded on Hear- 
ſay and Miſrepreſentations, How ex- 
ceedingly improbable it Is there ſhould 
be Abuſes or wrong Management, where 
Perſons of the moſt clear, the moſt re- 
ſpeAable Character are pleaſed to have the 
Care of Government, purely for the Love 
of God and of their Fellow Creatures. 
Whatever Doubts, or Suſpicions, or Ru- 
mours, may have been, againſt this Fel- 
lowſhip of Charity: If any ſuch have 
been, let this Fact be juſtly weighed a- 
gainſt them, of which there is undoubted 
Aſſurance : That a great dcal of Good 
bath actually been done to many who were 
Trous 
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troubled with Sickneſs and Poverty; who 
had Infirmities of Body and Mind, and 
muſt owe their Relief to the Beneficence 


of others, 


WE come now to the ſecond Paricular 
of the Text : That to take Care of them 
who are afflicted with Infirmitics of Body 
and Mind, and have moſt need of our Com- 
fort, is to do according to the Doctrine and 
Example of Jefus Chriſt. But when Jeſus 
heard that he ſaid unto them, they that be 
whole need not a Phyſician, but they that 
are ſick. 


To all who name the Name of Chriſt 
this is an affecting Conſideration: And to 
us eſpecially who are here this Day met 
together; becauſe, it properly ſhews that 
the charitable Inſtitution we are now en- 
deavouring to promote, is founded on evan- 
gelical Truth. To this Purpole we may 
obſerve, that the antient Prophets, and [- 
7 K. in particular ſpeaking of the Age o 


tae 


1 
the Meſſiah, aſcribe to it the Power of 


| 


Healing: Then the Eyes of the Blind ſhall in. xz. \ | 


be opened, and the Ears of the Deaf ſhall 
be unſtopped: Then ſhall the lame Man 
leap as an Hart, and the Tongue of the 
Dumb e By this Token he was to 
be ſignalized for the very Perſon who 
ſhould ſet up a Kingdom never to be de- 


ſtroyed, and ſhould make Reconcilation Mar. iv. 234 


for Sin. And ſo we find when he called 
Men to Repentance, he cured all Manner 
of Sickneſs, and all Manner of Diſeaſe. 
When it is declared how God anointed Je- 
ſus of Nazareth with the holy Ghoſt and 
with Power; it is ſaid in Effect he did 
Good, doing Cures on the Sick. Moreoyer 


when he commanded the Goſpel to be pu- 


bliſhed throughout the World, among his 
other Inſtructions, was that of healing the 
Sick, And we have Reaſon to believe, he 
meant that healing ſhould ſome Time be 
wrought by the uſual Applications of Me- 
dicine upon the Poor who had need of ſuch 

cha- 


E 
charitable Relief. For, beſides that he 
ſaith, they that be Sick have need of the 
Phyſician; we find he propoſeth to Imita- 
tion the good Samaritan, who pouring in 
Oil and Wine, bound up the Wounds of 
the Man that fell among Thieves, and 
was left half dead: Who Böund up his 
Wounds, and likewiſe was at Expence to 
have him taken Care of. And withal tis 
very remarkable, that when our Saviour 


mentions the Works meet for Repentance 
and Salyation, which he will moſt require 


at the Judgment of the great Day, viſiting 
the Sick, which may imply both the giv- 
ing of Medicines, and the adminiſtring of 
{ſpiritual Conſolation : Viſiting the Sick is 
one of the Offices of Charity, which with 
the choiceſt Beatitudes he will reward, 


Wir this Doctrine and Practice of 
our Saviour, if we compare the Houle of 
Mercy here inſtituted, we ſhall find it form- 
ed with very good Agreement to his Plan | 


of Beneficence, For the original Deſign of 
it 


E 
it was, and the Effect of it hath been by 
voluntary Aſſociation and divers Sorts of 
Benefaction to provide for the Sick and 


lame Poor: And moſt eſpecially for thoſe 


at all Times, who by ſudden Accidents 
might be maimed and helpleſs. The Be- 


nefit of this Infirmary is freely given to 

all, who are worthy and proper Objects, 
without any ſiniſter Regard to Party Din- 
ſtinctions civil or religious. And what 4 
ſhews it to be perfectly agreeable to the 
Spirit of the Gotpel, is the Proviſion it 
makes for the Diſtempers of the Soul as 
well as of the Body. It gives Meat to the 
Hungry, Drink to the Thirſty, Clothes 

to the Naked, and Viſiting to the Sick. 
With ſuch a true Senſe of Piety it hath 
been regulated, that particular Thanks to 

the Almighty are to be rendered publicl- 

ly by every one there reſtored to Health 
And a general Thankſgiving once a Year 

is to be ſolemnized, as on this Day; for tl:- 


Bleſlings of his Providence already vouch- 


ſaſed G? 


? 
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| flaled, and to ſupplicate the Continuance o 
iv. them: That God in all Things may be glo- 
rid through Jeſus Chriſt. \ 


AN p what is the Conſequence of this 
nious and Charitable Deſign ? It hath ſome 
Reward following it in this World. The 

Rich here ſerve the Poor, 'tis true: Yet 
% at the ſame Time, both the Publick and 
A vate Wep is promoted. The Science 
of Medicine is thereby improved in its ſe- 
veral Branches: Which Improvement may 
be ſalutary to the Richeſt of' Men, as it has 
been to the Pooreſt. And it is a Fact wor- 
thy of our Notice, that every one of the 
Sick and Lame, who are reſtored to their 
Health, to their Family, and to their 
Friends by the Help of this Charity ; and 
are then honeſtly and uſefully employed in 
7 £neir Callings, are an Addition to the Fu- 
blick Opulence, Commerce and Security, 
_ wherein we are all of us concerned. 
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Wu Ar hath been ſaid, I truſt, may 


help to ſhew, that the Publick Infirmary 
here founded, 1s very agreeable to true Re- 
ligion, is warranted by the perſect Precepts 
and Example of our Saviour: Let me ex- 
hort you therefore all that are here pretent, 
to befriend this truly Chriſtian Work, 
cording to the Opportunity you have, wit! 


your Aid and Encouragement. They tha! 
are already Contributors and Benetoctors, “ 


* 


perſuade myſelf, will citeem this a on ac - 
ration of great Concern to them, that 


4 


adorn the Doctrine of God and n 5G 


with their Inſpection and Maunificence, 


with their Advice and Attendance. And 1 
——tuſt others likewile ſecing their goo?! 


Works, and hearing their good Word will 
be excited to add their Bounty towards 


perfecting and ſup; plying the Goodly E- # 


: — 
difice, which this charitable Society "hank 


built and appropriated to the 85 l Ei 


yen to thoſe Repreſentatiyes 
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& XXVi. Chriſt which be hath aid: Ze have 4. 
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d. with gon. . 


AxD left any of us ſhould in any Sort 
be weary of this good Work; you will 


give me Leave to mind you of what is 


told us in the Name of God. We are all 
of us ſabje& to Accidents and Infirmities ; 
neither know we how ſoon and to whom 
may be ſent the Terror by Night, or the 


Arrow that flieth by Day. Tis a com- 


ſortable Saying thereſorc that is written: 
Hlelſed is he that conſtdereith the Poor and 
Needy : The Lord fhail deliver him in 
Time of Troublc. The Lord comfort 
him when he lieth fick upon his Bed : 
Make Thou all his Bed in his Sickneſs. 
What Man is he that hath not oftended 
againſt God, and hath not Sins to be for- 
given? The Means available towards Par- 


. don thus are deſeribed. To ao Good, and to 


X 111; 


dillriente ſorget nut, for with ſuch Sacrifi- 


ct. ir. Cr God is well pleaſed. Charity ſhali 
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cover the Multituda of Sins. The merciful 9 1 


Mercy. What have any of us that we 


of Heaven the free Giſt of Himin whom 


done it unto one of the leaſt of theſe my . 
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Man doth Good to his own Soul. Bleſſed ” 
are the Merciful, for they ſball obtain ** v- 74 * 
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have not received? It is all the Bounty 


we live, and move, and have our being. 

It is charge alſo to them that are rich in Tim. vi. t 
this World that they truſt in the living 
God, who giveth us richly all Thinss to 

enjoy. That they do Good, that they be ; 
rich in good Works. And in fo doing, 
they may be ture, they thall in no Wiſe 
loſe their Reward. For God loveth a, Cor n, 
cheerful Giver : His bleſſed Son and our 


Saviour hath ſaid: In as much as ye have 


— — 


S 5 


Matt. xxv, 


Brethren, ye have done it unto me, 


Ver theſe further Aids of Charity we 
ask at the ſame Time, that we gladly ac- 
knowledge with al! Thankfulneſs, the Be- 
nchts already received. The very purpoſe 
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* "of this Aistveffay Feſtival i is, to rr 


Wy Lecce: moſt humble and hearty Thanks to 


ws, 


Almighty God, for the ſingular Succeſs 
wherewith he hath proſpered this Work of 
Chriſtian Piety: And becauſe his Bleſſing 
hath been granted chiefly through the Mi- 


niſtry of his Servants, whom he hath ſet 


in Authority over us; therefore it becom- 


eth us well, to declare our Gratitude here, 


to our gracious Sovereign, whoſe Reign hath 
been diſtinguiſhed by theſe publick Chari- 


table Foundations, which witneſs the Good- 


neſs of his Govenuner, and his Fatherly 
Care of his People. And conſidering how 
the Bleſſings of divine Providence haye been 


vouched to our Infirmary, we gladly own 


our Obligations to the Father of our 
Church, who favoureth with his peculiar 
Inſpe&ion, this Proviſion for the Sick and 
lame Poor: And hath himſelf moſt clear- 


ly manifeſted the Evengical Reaſonablencis 
13 | of 


* Sce Lord Biſhop of Dutham's Sermon, preached before 
the Preſident and Goyernors, of the London Infirmary, 


H 


of the Inſtitution. Next to all in general, 
the Contributors and Bene factors to this 
Infirmary, according to their reſpect ive 
Dignities and Diſtinctions; eſpecially to the 


Preſidents, the Vice Preſidents, the Trea 


ſurer, the Governors we pay our gratefu! 
Acknowledgments: Furthermore to all and 
every of thoſe, who have been concerned, 
either in giving Medicines to relieve the 
bodily Infirmitics of the Sick, or in admi- 
niſtring Chriſtian Comfort to the Feeble- 
minded, with the tacred Offices of Religion, 


we render the Thanks of them that hte” ” 


been, and that arc Pertakers of this Cha- 


rity ; and withali, the — of thus Cha- af £C 


. Society. 


Boer to God alone, appertaineth the 
Glory of all: To him let us offer our 
Thankſgiving and Praiſe, for the good 
Chriſtian Services, which have been done 
by the Benefit of this Infirmary, to relieve 
Sufferings, to cure Meladies, to give Health 
to the Sick, and Comfort to the Afflicted. 
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4 of bim with devout e let us 
beg the Blefling of Heaven upon this 


Work of Charity, and ene one of its 
Bencfadtors. n MICE. N 
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1. A N 5 now to the all-boujiteous 
Giver of every good and perfect Gift, to 
God the Father, the Son, and the holy 
Ghoſt be aſl cribed, all Honour and Power, 
Majeſty and Nominion, for eyer and ever. 
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